
 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

July 

2019 Newsletter 

Pastor Lee Bushweiler 

Office Phone: (608) 253-6511 

pastor@wisconsindellsumc.org 

2) Calendar of Events 

3) Our Stewardship 

4) Denominational News 

6)   Other News 

7) Congregational News 

11) Note From the Pastor 

THE UNITY 

CORNERS 

HERALD 

United Methodist Churches of Wisconsin Dells 

Dells-Delton and Davis Corners 

320 Unity Dr.  Wisconsin Dells, WI  53965 

www.wisconsindellsumc.org 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

 Worship Services 

 9:00 AM Sunday — Davis Corners 

 10:45 AM Sunday — Dells/Delton 

 Bible Studies 

 10:00 AM Thursday —Dells/Delton 
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Don Phillips 
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 Sunday  

DD @Trapper’s 
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P A S T O R   L E E   A T   G A R R E T T    J U L Y   1 5   -   JU L Y   1 9   

Davis Corners  

Annual Rummage Sale 

8am to 3pm at Fellowship Hall 



 

 

 

 

 
Our Stewardship 

Digital Donations 

We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and 

guests the chance to support our ministries with donations.  Our new partner is Givelify and we 

have donations for both churches in one place.  Feel free to check out new giving page on our 

website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —> 

We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and also for our guests.  Please do take a look 

and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved. 

 

Habitat for Humanity - Lake Delton Build 

Habitat for Humanity is excited to announce the groundbreaking of their 

79th home, which will be located on West Lake Avenue in Lake Delton. 

The home will be built in partnership with future homeowner Trever Luetkens, who is a longtime resident of 

Sauk County and works for the Boys & Girls Club of West Central Wisconsin in Baraboo.   This home will be 

built at the lot next to Habitat’s previous 2017 home build, 240 W. Lake Avenue, Wisconsin Dells WI 53965.  

Those interested in supporting Habitat’s next build can visit their website at www.hfhwisconsinriver.org or 

call the housing office at (608) 448-2888 

 

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions 
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 16th.  The Davis Corners congregation 

will be collecting for Home Health United and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for  

Second Harvest this month.  Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional 

offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.  

Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist 

combined pantry donations.  This month we are collecting toilet paper for the 

pantry.  Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them 

in their current need. 

Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!  

 facebook.com/UMCdells   or    facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC 



 

Moving Forward - from Bishop Jung’s “Soul Food” 

Our Annual Conference time this year was time together in the wilderness.  The 

wilderness theme was reinforced as we faced temptations, challenges, threats, adversity, 

and we confronted some hard and dangerous truths.  In our wilderness experience, we discovered many areas 

for change and improvement.  We met real and honest feelings about racism, homophobia, white privilege, and 

distrust.  Our Bible study leader, Peter Miano, warned us of ways we misuse and abuse scripture for harmful 

and destructive purposes – and invited us to respect our Bible more, using it as a tool for building a relevant and 

inclusive church.   Read more at www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?id=5230 

 

Annual Conference - Apportionment Policy Changed 

The Wisconsin Annual Conference apportionment policy now reads as follows: 

The Conference Treasurer shall notify local churches annually of their share of apportionments, separated into three 

categories: 1) General Conference Apportionments, 2) Jurisdictional Apportionments, and 3) the Wisconsin 

Conference Apportionment. Local churches submitting apportionment payments shall indicate on remittances how 

much is designated for the various General Conference Apportionments, Jurisdictional Apportionments, and how 

much for the Wisconsin Conference Apportionment. The Conference Treasurer shall pay General Conference and 

Jurisdictional Apportionments within thirty days of receipt of funds so designated. 

This policy shall go into effect July 1, 2019. 

 

Wisconsin Annual Conference disavows “Traditional Plan” 

The Wisconsin Annual Conference passed a resolution that “condemns the decision of the 2019 General Conference 

to pass the Traditional Plan and apologizes for the harm that it has caused LGBTQ+ persons, their families, their 

friends, and the body of Christ. “We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of 

God,” but we also assert and affirm that no human being is incompatible with Christian teaching.” 

  

The motion also further resolved that “in the event of formal complaints concerning LGBTQ+ matters, Wisconsin 

Annual Conference missional and ministry resources shall be expended only for the purpose of fair and just 

resolutions that affirm the sacred worth of all persons, and not for clergy trials pertaining to LGBTQ+ ordination and 

marriage.” 

 

 "Truth, according to the Christian faith, is God's love for us in Jesus Christ.  

 Therefore, truth is a relationship."  — Pope Francis  

 Denomination News 



 

Suamico UMC has a New Sanctuary 

Suamico UMC completed the building project of a new sanctuary and had a Celebration Service on Sunday, June 9th. 

NE District Superintendent, Rev. Sue D’Alessio, and her successor to be, Rev. Kate Jones, along with many former 

pastors and Diane Folmer of the Wisconsin Foundation joined the SUMC congregation at the celebration.  The stained 

glass from the old sanctuary was removed and used to form a new stained glass cross within an 18 foot tall wooden 

cross surround made by church members, Ken Voelz and Rich Schroeder.  

You can read more about this at www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?id=5239 

 

New Hymnal On Hold 

Nashville, June 2019 - The United Methodist Publishing House (UMPH) and Discipleship Ministries (DM) 

are working to expand the array of options, ease in accessing, and utility of high-quality worship 

resources used by a wide array of UM congregations.  

A new United Methodist Worship Resources Collection (UMWRC) will combine all currently approved UMC official 

hymnody and liturgies and will be supplemented with a curated assortment of additional products that are of high 

quality, sound theology, and practical use for congregations to enrich, enliven, and expand options for vital UMC 

worship. The new collection will be available in multiple digital (including downloadable) and print formats.  

The UMWRC will be available as early as Fall 2020. Meanwhile, work on a new version of the General Conference 

approved UM Hymnal will be deferred. The two agencies recognize that the official denominational hymnal embodies 

historically representative elements as well as curated new materials reflecting diversity of people, worship styles, 

musical genres, and contributors of hymns, tunes, and liturgical resources. Approved hymnals encapsulate a point-in-

time consensus by the connectional Church about what is essential and most useful for all to adopt and use. 

The DM and UMPH boards of directors have determined that while it is prudent to postpone the exceptionally 

expensive work on the Hymnal Revision Project at this time, the two agencies will collaborate to compile a new, 

vibrant, and practical United Methodist Worship Resources Collection (working title).  

 

Methodist Hospital Lawsuit (from UMNS) 

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, which is affiliated with The United Methodist Church, has sued its own workers for 

unpaid medical bills. Hospital officials declined interview requests, and instead said in a statement that the hospital is 

committed to working with patients who are having trouble paying their medical bills.  

"The highest form of worship is the worship of unselfish Christian service.  

The greatest form of praise is the sound of consecrated feet seeking out the lost and helpless."   — Billy Graham 

 Denomination News 



 

FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

 It is by the grace of God that a congregation is permitted to gather visibly in this world to share God’s Word 

and sacrament. Not all Christians receive this blessing. The imprisoned, the sick, the scattered lonely, the 

proclaimers of the Gospel in heathen lands stand alone.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together, 1938.  

 

Mission giving is a principal way we, the visible fellowship of Christians, stay connected with the invisible 

fellowship of Christians. We support local outreach such as food pantries or homeless shelters, conference 

projects like flood relief, national or international projects like elimination of malaria. Special Sunday 

collections support UMCOR, international peace, social justice, world communion, and minority ministries. 

The Golden Cross Sunday collection supports Wisconsin health and welfare ministries. We also support 

specific missionaries.  

Regrettably, we have gotten away from integrating mission giving into our church budget and planning, 

relying instead on individual giving and pass-throughs. I think this is a mistake and that we should 

intentionally embrace mission giving as a percentage of our budget (10 percent has a nice ring to it). If our 

overall budget were $160,000, then the mission budget would be $16,000. We should allow perhaps half the 

mission budget to be accounted for by pastoral salary, office staff salary, office supplies and building costs 

related to mission planning and activities (i.e., things we already pay for). However, the other $8,000 would 

come from annual pledged giving and special appeals. This approach would result in more mission giving 

than most churches are now doing.  

Encourage your congregation and leaders to integrate mission giving into the annual budget. In this way, 

you will be able to intentionally give and communally celebrate your mission support.  

 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

 

 

 

"God has no pleasure in afflicting us, but He will not keep back even the most painful chastisement if He can 

but thereby guide His beloved child to come home and abide in the beloved Son."  

          — Andrew Murray  

 Other News 



 

Dells-Delton Outreach 

Outreach would like to thank everyone for the support we got from the 

church and from our families for the pie social !  The fellowship was 

wonderful and we sold  a lot of  delicious pies and made some money for 

Ronald  McDonald house and the Shriner's hospital.  Our next event is at 

Walmart for the brat cookout and selling baked goods on August 10th.  

Remember also the Habitat build in Lake Delton. 

There will be no Outreach committee meeting in July. 

— Outreach Committee 
 

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton 

Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would like 

to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no 

particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge. 

There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019. 

 

Kitchen Project Update 

We are continuing to wait on some final decisions for appliances and layouts.  The delays will likely push 

the project back to winter.  Please contact a member of the Corporation Board if you have questions. 

 

Fellowship Sunday 
Fellowship Sunday is July 28th.  Dells-Delton will be gathering at Trapper’s Turn this month.  

 

Bible Path 

We have begun working on the Bible path and any physical or monetary help is still  greatly appreciated.  

Please contact Dave Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way.  We hope to advertise this 

well over the summer and introduce our visitors and neighbors to this walk of faith.  

 

"Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than going to a garage makes you an automobile."  

             — Billy Sunday  

"...but remember that cars do need to go to a garage from time to time."   — Pastor Lee 

 Congregational News 



 

Summer Office Hours 

Pastor Lee will have weekly office hours on Thursdays during the summer.    

The office will be open at various other times during the week, and always by  

appointment.   Please remember, you always reach Pastor Lee if you call the office; 

so do call anytime you need something or if you would like to stop by the office.  

Have a great summer season and we will see you in church and around the Dells! 

The office will be closed for the 4th of July and the week of July 15-19 while Pastor Lee is at Garrett for school. 

 

Bible Studies 

Davis Corners will be suspending their weekly Bible studies for the remainder of the 

summer, but the weekly study at Dells-Delton will continue uninterrupted.  We will 

also be planning some evening events throughout the summer, so look for our 

educational opportunities and join us whenever you can. 

We would also like to encourage everyone to bring you suggestions for studies or discussion you would like 

to see us offer throughout the year.  We are looking for ideas for a weekly or monthly series, and also one 

time sessions like the Question & Answer session we had a few months ago.  Christian education is all about 

strengthening your faith, so let our education team see if we can bring up topics you want to discuss. 
 

Davis Corners UMW News 

Our June UMW meeting was held at the church hall, hostess was Rose Fisher.   

A delicious dessert of strawberry shortcake was served.  Thank you Rose!!!    

Our annual Rummage Sale will be July 5 & 6th, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 pm.   

We will also be serving Sloppy Joe's, Brownies and such. 

The next UMW meeting will be on Monday, July 1st at the church hall at 5:30 pm, for supper followed by our meeting.  

Hostess will be Jan Thompson. 

Until then 

God Bless 

Bonnie J. Stratton 

UMW President 

 

"Lasting service comes when we serve God from His acceptance, not for His acceptance."  

          — Bryan Chapell 

 Congregational News 



 

Davis Corners United Methodist Church Council Meeting          May 13, 2019 

Members present: Pastor Lee, Jolene and Bob Schuster, Butch and Helen Miotke, Jan Thompson, Donna 
DeFosse, and Liz Phillips. 

The meeting was called to order by Donna at 5:40 p.m. Pastor Lee led in prayer. The secretary’s report was 
handed out and looked over. 

Treasurer’s report: Jan reports all bills were paid and receipts deposited. 

Pastor’s report: Pastor Lee will be gone to conference June 16. He has pastors lined up for Sundays. He will 
have school in July from the 14th through the 18th. 

Finance: Nothing extra to report 

Nominations: nothing 

Membership: Nothing 

Worship: Sunday July 21 we will be having music. 

SPRC: Nothing 

Trustees: Leaning tree will be cut. Ernie thinks we may need some dirt for behind the hall where the big tree 
fell. One load may be $160. Jan made a motion and Jolene second to get 3 yds. 

Audit: Done 

UMW: Bonnie left copies of our last meeting 

Hall: Jolene says the cemetery assoc. will be using the hall tomorrow. We had some discussion on charging 
to use the hall. Jolene made a motion and Jan second to charge $50 for non member use. Members would 
not be charged anything. 

Communion: Going well 

Jolene made a motion and Bob second to accept all committee reports. Passed 

New business: Our third Sunday special offerings are: June Camp American Legion, July Home Health United, 
August Faith In Action, Sept. St. Claire Hospice, Oct. Free Clinic,  Nov. Salvation Army, and Dec. Mary house.  

B Insurance  Buildings and grounds Multi peril $2758.00 

C Fellowship:  last Sunday of month May pastor Lee, June Jolene, July Liz, August  Donna 

Next meeting will be June 24th at 5:30 p.m.  

Jan made a motion and Jolene second to adjourn meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

Liz Phillips 

 Congregational News 



 

Peace and Blessings! 

Pastor Lee 
 

We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.  

We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar.  Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone. 

 
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:   news@wisconsindellsumc.org 

 

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

Annual Conference is done and my homework for the summer is all turned in, so you would think I could 

give a sigh of relief.  I wish that were the case. 

Annual Conference was highly charged this year, and the complaints against the actions of General 

Conference and anyone against changing the current Book of Discipline were handled with very little 

decorum.  Most of you know by this time that I am all for a healthy and thought provoking debate.  I don’t 

even mind if the disagreement gets heated from time to time, as long as the discussion is rational. 

But we have lost the ability to argue. 

Argument is based on reason.  We have forgotten that and have abandoned reasoned debate for emotion.  

More than one item has been dismissed with the simplest statements of “I don’t think that is right.” or “I 

think the idea is half-baked.”  While those statements may be true, the are not arguments without some 

support.  The problem is that there is no support given, but these statements are accepted as truths. 

Even God Himself explains the rationale for His arguments.  Isaiah records God’s reasoning in the first 

chapter of his book; verses18-20 read “Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though 

your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will 

be like wool.  If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, 

You will be devoured by the sword.” Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

Rational discussion and thinking is required of all of us.  Adam and Eve forgot that in the garden or they 

would have noticed the serpent’s statement “You will surely not die” directly contradicted God’s statement 

“...in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 

Paul depended on the reasoning of the Greeks when he told them of the God they did not know, that they 

might come to faith in Jesus.  When we take leave of our reason and think  by our emotions, all is lost.  Our 

emotions move with the subject, speaker and even our own moods.  There is no truth in emotion - a lot of 

feeling, but no fixed point from which to measure anything. 

I find it disappointing to work with leaders in the church that seem no more capable of a reasoned 

argument than most children on a playground.  When you complain that others are intolerant because they 

do not let you do what you want, your emotions have made you miss the point that you will not let them do 

what they want.  It’s good to have wants.  It reminds us that there are things we don’t have, and maybe 

should not have. 

Like my daughter, I’d love a Ducati (*really* nice, fast motorcycle).  But neither of us should have one! 


